Introduction
Research evaluating the effects of planting date and hybrid maturity on corn yield is of vital importance to Iowa corn producers. The objectives of the study were:
1. To identify an optimum date of planting, and 2. To determine the most beneficial hybrid maturity at different planting dates.
This study was initiated in 1998 and repeated in 1999 and 2000. In addition to this site, this study has been conducted at two other university research farms. June, and 22 June. Plots were mechanically harvested each year. In 1998, plots planted on dates 1-3 were harvested on 9 October; date 4 plots were harvested on 20 October, and date 5 and 6 plots were harvested on 3 November. In 1999, all dates were harvested on 15 October. In 2000, dates 1-4 were harvested on 7 October with dates 5 and 6 being harvested on 19 and 25 October, respectively. Reported plot yields (corrected to 15.5% moisture) are shown in Tables 1 and 2 .
Materials and Methods

Results and Discussion
In analyzing the data, keep in mind this study is not as much a comparison of hybrids as it is a comparison of relative maturities to different planting dates. Table 1 illustrates the impact planting dates had on the yield response of hybrids with varying relative maturities. Yield benefits to planting prior to 1 May were not observed for any of the hybrids tested. A planting of 1 May produced the greatest yields for 4 of the 5 hybrids tested. In addition, the results indicate after 25 May switching to a 5-day RM earlier hybrid for each 10-day delay may be beneficial. Finally, as planting dates were delayed, grain moistures were also significantly drier among the early maturing hybrids. Table 1 . Effect of planting date and hybrid relative maturity on corn yield at Nashua, IA, during 1998, 1999, and 2000.
- Table 2 . Effect of planting date and hybrid relative maturity on grain moisture at Nashua, IA, during 1998, 1999, and 2000. 
